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Update on Social 
Development Research 

 
Exploring the formal and informal 
justice system in Chittagong Hill 
Tracts 
 
This study aims to explore the compre-
hensive landscape of formal and infor-
mal justice system in three districts of 
Chittagong Hill Tracts – Rangamati, 
Bandarban and Khagrachhari. The 
informal justice section will deal with 
the traditional dispute resolution system 
and the formal justice section will focus 
on the formal legal court, procedures, 
and institutions. The customary laws of 
the indigenous people and the national 
and international laws will also be 
analyzed keeping linkage with the 
perception of justice among the local 
people. Data are being collected on four 
indigenous communities – Chakma, 
Marma, Tripura and Mro.  
 
Study on group formation, dynamics 
and performance of LRIC 
 
This study aims to explore the dynamics 
of group formation, the strength and 
weakness of the group, and the perfor-
mance in achieving expected goals of a 
ward-based Legal Rights Implementa-
tion Committee (LRIC) of Human 
Rights and Legal Services programme of 
BRAC. The second phase of data 
collection is going on in four pilot areas 
(Khulna, Maulvibazar, Jamalpur, 
Munshiganj). 
 
Understanding the reasons of the 
dropout of BRAC primary school 
 
The second phase of data collection is 
going on to identify the underlying 
causes of the dropout of BRAC primary 
school.  At present, in-depth interviews 
are going on in 124 schools. The study 
will also find out the number of the 
students dropped out from BRAC 

schools. The study is being conducted in 
Dhaka and Chittagong urban areas along 
with Chittagong Hill Tracts.  
 
Legal challenges on the way to judicial 
remedy in rape cases: the role of 
BRAC’s Human Rights and Legal 
Services programme 
 
The study will unfold the legal chal-
lenges which the programme confront to 
get remedy for the rape victims. Infor-
mation was collected on ten cases 
applying qualitative methods. The report 
writing is in progress. 
 

Update on  
Environmental Research 

 
Study on selected hygiene indicators 
and hygiene practices begins 
 
This study has been initiated in 30 ran-
domly selected villages of WASH phase 
I areas. Different research techniques 
have been used including survey, 
scoring, group discussion, observation, 
pocket voting to find out effectiveness 
and appropriateness of selected hygiene 
indicators and its greater effectiveness 
for programme implementation. 
 
Environmental performance 
evaluation of BRAC micro-finance 
 
A study on environmental performance 
evaluation of BRAC micro-finance 
programme has started recently to know 
the state of environmental considerations 
in BRAC micro-finance programme. 
This is to fulfill the requirements of 
FMO, Norfund and Standard Chartered 
Bank financing. Therefore, the moni-
toring is focusing on Dabi, Unnati, and 
Progoti projects with a sample size of 
2,436 from 28 regions. This study will 
help prevent any adverse environmental 
impact raised from the activities of 
enterprise with micro-finance pro-
gramme, protect the health and safety of 

those directly involved in the activities 
of enterprises, and thus ensure 
environment-friendly micro-finance 
programme in BRAC. 
 
Survey on indoor air pollution and 
health in developing countries begins 
 
An intervention study on indoor air pol-
lution and health in developing countries 
has recently been initiated in cooperation 
with Stanford and Yale Universities. 
This study aims to know the factors 
affecting the adoption of improved cook 
stove in Bangladesh. Baseline informa-
tion will be collected from Jamalpur 
Sadar and Hatia upazilas from 3,080 
households, and from additional 1,000 
households during follow-up survey 
after 9 months. 
 
Economic Research Update 
 
Studies on overseas programmes 
 
The study on the impact of BRAC-living 
goods health programme was initiated in 
Uganda in collaboration with Stockholm 
University and the Institute for Interna-
tional Economic Studies. This study will 
evaluate an intervention which aims to 
lower causes of under-5 mortality, with a 
sample drawn from 14 of 24 branches. 
 
The baseline report on Tanzania essen-
tial healthcare programme was comple-
ted. The study investigated the use of 
safe water and sanitary latrines, contra-
ceptive prevalence, methods choice, 
pregnancy-related care, children’s 
immunization status, emotional health, 
and availability of health services.  
 
The baseline survey for adolescent 
development programme in Uganda was 
completed.  
 
A baseline survey for adolescent devel-
opment programme launched in 
Tanzania. 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Study on the impact of public access 
to ICT in Bangladesh initiated 
 
A five-year research project was initia-
ted to study the impact of public access 
to ICT in Bangladesh. Funded by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
IDRC, this project is being conducted in 
collaboration with DNet. 
 
Study on seasonal food insecurity 
among the TUP households completed 
 
A draft report on the seasonal food inse-
curity among the ultra poor households 
was prepared. The study found that 
during the Monga (lean) season the TUP 
households’ food (cereal) intake was sig-
nificantly high. The TUP members en-
joyed various types of benefits provided 
by the government; got assistance from 
Gram Daridro Bimochon Committee 
(GDBC), and had access to finance 
during the Monga season. A small pro-
portion of TUP households sold assets 
during the Monga season.  
 
Baseline survey on the other targeted 
ultra poor of CFPR phase II initiated 
 
A baseline survey on the other targeted 
ultra poor (OTUP) of CFPR phase II was 
initiated in May 2008.  OTUP is one of 
the sub-groups of CFPR beneficiary 
households. About 4,000 households 
will be interviewed. The survey is 
expected to be completed by July 2008. 
 
Survey on pathways for women’s 
empowerment done 
 
A survey on the Pathways for Women’s 
Empowerment was done for women’s 
work and empowerment in eight districts 
of Bangladesh. RED is working in colla-
boration with BDI and BRAC Univer-
sity, which is a member of the Research 
Programme Consortium (RPC) in South 
Asia. About 5,000 women aged ≥15 
years were interviewed. An additional 
survey under this partnership was con-
ducted on the number and sex preference 
of all the 625 women aged ≥15 years in 
Komorpur village under Faridpur district 
to see whether these preferences 
changed over time compared to a pre-
vious survey done in the same village. 
 
Study on the impact of food price 
inflation on food security and 
nutritional status initiated  
 
A study on the impact of food price 
inflation on food security and nutritional 

status was initiated. As of DFID 
initiative for policy and programming 
responses to the likely impact of recent 
food price inflation, RED has designed 
this rapid assessment study. Nutritional 
surveillance project, HKI/IPHN, 2006 
survey data will be used as bench mark. 
The study will be conducted in July 
2008. National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP) is 
a collaborative partner of this study. 
 
Workshop Presentation 

 
Hasan Shareef Ahmed gave a guest 
lecture on writing scientific report at a 
‘Workshop on Research Methodology’ 
organized by Bangladesh Medical 
Research Council for medical doctors 
held in Dhaka on 11 May 2008.  
 

Academic Attainment 
 
Shamim Ahmed has been selected as 
one of the 25 participants globally to 
attend the summer institute on sexuality, 
gender and society at ISHSS, University 
of Amsterdam to be held from 4 July to 
2 August 2008. He received the 
Netherlands Fellowship Programme 
award to attend the course.  
 
Dr. Hashima-e-Nasreen visited 
Karolinska Institute, Sweden during 14 – 
28 April 2008 to attend the planning 
meeting of the project ‘Impact of 
maternal perinatal mental illnesses on 
infant health, growth and development 
in rural Bangladesh.’ 
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