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National Low Birth 

Weight and Anaemia 

Survey 2003 Initiated 

 
The Research and Evaluation Division 
(RED) of BRAC has launched the 
National Low Birth Weight and 
Anaemia Survey 2003 in collaboration 
with the government of Bangladesh and 
UNICEF. 
 
The low birth weight survey is being 
conducted in 107 representative clusters 
(about 300 households per cluster) both 
in rural and urban areas across the 
country. A total of 3,210 births are anti-
cipated to be studied. The field survey is 
expected to be completed by early 2004. 
 
The earlier surveys on anaemia were 
conducted in the rural areas of the 
country except the districts of Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts. The present survey 
aims, for the first time, to know the 
prevalence of anaemia in the districts of 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts and in the 
urban areas of the rest of the country. 
Forty-five clusters will be surveyed. 
Population of all categories will be 
studied (8,100). The interviewers have 
already been trained. The survey is 
expected to be completed by May 2003. 
 

Education Watch 2002 

Draft Report Prepared 

 
Education Watch – a civil society initia-
tive to monitor primary education in 
Bangladesh is running its fourth year. 
BRAC researchers have been contribu-
ting to it since its inception. The current 
theme is ‘literacy’. RED has conducted a 
literacy test on 13,145 individuals aged 
≥11 years taken from across the country. 
The draft report is under review. The 
preliminary findings were presented in 
two seminars. The literacy rate was 

found 41.4%. Of the respondents, 49.3% 
were non-literate, 9.3% semi-literate, 
21% basic level literate, and 20.4% 
advanced level literate. It was observed 
that poor quality of education hinders 
achieving sustainable literacy skills. The 
final report is expected in May 2003. 
 

Meetings Held with 

Programmes to Identify 

Research Issues 

 
A joint meeting was held between RED 
and the BRAC Health Programme in 
early this year to identify possible 
research issues relating to health, nutri-
tion, and population. Subsequently the 
issues were reviewed and prioritized for 
undertaking during the year 2003. 
 
A joint meeting of BRAC Education 
Programme and the education resear-
chers of RED was held in early February 
2003 to identify research issues for the 
year 2003. BEP shared some of the new 
initiatives and presented the programme 
update. Nine research issues were identi-
fied in the meeting.  
 
Some senior researchers of RED atten-
ded a meeting of the regional managers 
of BRAC Development Programme on 
15 March 2003 to identify research 
issues for 2003. The managers raised a 
number of research issues that need to be 
studied. 
 

Study on Nursery 

Programme Conducted 

 
To provide some inputs in the improve-
ment of BRAC nursery programme RED 
conducted a study on the nurseries oper-
ated by BRAC and the government. The 
study was conducted to help redesign the 
nursery programme of BRAC with 
special reference to ecological distribu-

tion across the country. The study speci-
fically aimed to see the satisfaction of 
the growers with BRAC nursery seed-
lings. The knowledge of the common 
people about medicinal plants and its 
prospect in Bangladesh were also seen. 
The findings reveal that people are 
willing to grow herbal plants, and there 
is a bright prospect for using medicinal 
plants in Bangladesh.  
 
Based on the study findings a paper 
titled “People’s awareness about medi-
cinal plants and its prospect in Bangla-
desh” was presented by Mohammad 
Zabed Hossain, Environmental Resear-
cher in the “International Conference on 
the Role of Plant Taxonomy in Herbal 
Medicine and Conservation Policy of 
Floral Diversity” held in Dhaka on 17-
19 March 2003.  
 

Research on Secondary 

School Launched 

 
BRAC Education Programme has started 
organizing training workshops for im-
proving the quality of secondary school-
teachers of mathematics and English. 
RED has initiated a study to develop 
tools to identify strengths and weak-
nesses of the teachers to be trained. It is 
expected that the trained teachers would 
be followed up in future to see their dev-
elopments where information collected 
through this tool would be used as base-
line. RED is also developing another 
tool for baseline survey of the secondary 
schools. The study is expected to be 
completed in April 2003. 
 

Workshop on TB 

Control held in Basel 

 
Thirteen researchers including 5 facilita-
tors gathered in Basel, Switzerland 
during 20-24 January 2003 to examine 
the results, findings and their policy 



 
 

  

implications from 4 studies on gender 
and TB being carried out in Bangladesh, 
India, Malawi and Colombia. Akramul 
Islam, Manager, BRAC TB Programme 
and Fazlul Karim, Senior Research Epi-
demiologist of RED participated in the 
workshop. The country-specific prelimi-
nary results were shared and reviewed. 
This was followed by writing of the 
preliminary findings and submission to 
the World Health Organization (WHO) 
for a transnational comparison. How-
ever, the workshop came up with future 
plan of action encompassing a variety of 
activities to be accomplished by 2003. 
The major among others were: i) making 
double entry of all the quantitative data 
on 6 components of the study to ensure 
accuracy and consistency; and ii) writing 
8 papers including a project report for 
WHO. However, accomplishment of all 
the planned tasks of this study will take 
a longer time than stipulated. 
 

SAFE Study Findings 

Presented 

 
The SAFE (Skilled Attendance for 
Everyone) study was conducted in five 
developing countries including Bangla-
desh and coordinated by the University 
of Aberdeen, Scotland. RED has con-
ducted the Bangladesh part. Most of the 
data were collected from the community 
and the government district hospitals and 
the Mother and Child Welfare Centres of 
Kurigram district. To disseminate the 
study findings a half-day workshop was 
held in Rangpur on 31 March 2003. 
Forty participants representing govern-
ment, non-government, private agencies, 
and media from Rangpur and Kurigram 
districts attended the workshop.   

 
Meeting of the 

INDEPTH Network Held 

 
The 3rd annual general scientific meeting 
of the INDEPTH Network, an interna-
tional network of demographic surveil-
lance system field sites with continuous 
demographic evaluation of populations 
and their health, was held on 2-3 Febru-
ary 2003 in Accra, Ghana. Theme of the 
meeting was “The INDEPTH Network 
and the fight against poverty-related dis-
eases.” One hundred and sixteen partici-
pants from 25 countries attended this 
meeting. M Showkat Gani of RED 
represented the Watch Project of BRAC, 

an INDEPTH field site, in the meeting 
and presented a poster titled “Construc-
tion of complete life tables for BRAC 
female members using the incomplete 
data set.” HIV/AIDS and malaria were 
highly focused in the meeting.  
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