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RED Communicates
Research Findings

Research conference at Srimangal

The Research and Evaluation Division
(RED) organized a daylong conference
at the Training and Resource Centre of
BRAC at Srimangal on 10 July 2003 to
disseminate the findings of some recent
BRAC research among the field
managers/coordinators and trainers of
BRAC. The conference also aimed at
strengthening the interaction between
the programme implementers and
researchers, and to get their feedback.

The findings of some selected studies on
BRAC’s ultra poor programme, BRAC
federation, education programme, pre-
vention of neonatal death, effect of
micronutrients on adolescent girls,
arsenic-free alternative safe water
options, impact of GQAL programme,
and post-election violence were presen-
ted. Seventy field managers/coordinators
and trainers attended the conference. Mr
M Mokhlesur Rahman, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Moulvibazar attended the con-
ference as special guest. He acclaimed
BRAC’s pro-poor activities throughout
the country. He opined that the public
sector might replicate BRAC’s learning.
Mr Abdul-Muyeed Chowdhury, Execu-
tive Director, BRAC inaugurated the
conference.

Presentation of health research
findings at Savar

RED researchers presented the findings
of five recent health studies to the field
managers of BRAC Health Programme
(BHP) on 19 July 2003 at Savar TARC.
Based on the programme needs, the
topics selected for presentation include
morbidity, tuberculosis, reproductive
health, and health-seeking behaviour.
Around 80 regional sector specialists

from BHP field stations attended the
session. Director, programme coordina-
tors, programme managers, and other
sector specialists from the BHP head
office also attended.

Research dialogue at Rangpur,
Nilphamari and Kurigram

RED initiated a series of research
dialogue with the field staff of BRAC’s
CFPR-TUP programme on 28-29 July
2003 at Rangpur, Nilphamari and Kuri-
gram. The objective of this initiative was
to present the findings of some recent
research to the programme implementers
and to initiate a dialogue with them to
learn from their experiences. In every
session there were four presentations on
various aspects of CFPR-TUP research
such as, targeting the ultra poor, social
and economic issues, health and nutri-
tion, and process documentation.
Around 20 regional and area office staff
participated each of the sessions in three
districts.

New Acting Director
Takes Over RED
Leadership

Dr Imran Matin takes over the charges
of RED as Acting Director from 10
August 2003. He replaces the former
Director Professor AM Muazzam
Husain who joined BRAC University as
the Chairperson of the Department of
Economics and Social Sciences. Dr
Matin has been working in RED as a
Research Coordinator of CFPR-TUP
programme before taking over the new
assignment. He studied development
economics at the University of Sussex,
UK and got his PhD from there.

Report on Education
Watch 2002 Launched

The report on Education Watch 2002
titled “Literacy in Bangladesh: need for
a new vision” was launched on 23
August 2003 in Dhaka. Mr Samir R
Nath of RED presented the findings and
Dr Manzoor Ahmed, Convenor,
Education Watch and Director, BRAC
University Institute of Education Project
presented the policy implications. Prof.
Jahan Ara Begum, Advisor to the Prime
Minister, Government of Bangladesh
attended as chief guest while Mr Fazle
Hasan Abed, Founder Chairperson of
BRAC and Chairperson, CAMPE presi-
ded over the function. Mr Cornelius
Hacking, Chairperson, Education Local
Consultative Sub Group, Bangladesh
and Ms Rasheda K Choudhury, Direc-
tor, CAMPE also spoke at the occasion.

RED Launched New
Research Projects

Micronutrient sprinkles: a new
collaboration initiated

BRAC has initiated a new collaboration
with the Hospital for Sick Children,
Canada on micronutrient sprinkles. This
collaboration is aimed at developing a
sustainable programme to control iron
and other micronutrient deficiencies
among infants and young children in
Bangladesh. RED has initiated an
efficacy trial of sprinkles in Kaliganj
upazila of Dhaka district.

Assessment of the Public-Private
Partnership for health programme
is underway

Given the considerable deterioration of
governance and the failure of the public
sector to meet the health care needs for
poor and women, BRAC initiated a pilot
project named Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) for Health Services of the
Poor in two unions in Brahmanpara
upazila (sub-district) of Comilla district.




With the financial assistance of
NICARE/DFID, the PPP initiative is
designed to deliver the essential health
services through community-managed
health schemes. The first phase of the
project will be completed in October this
year. RED has been conducting an
assessment of the PPP initiative. The
lessons learned from the project are
expected to help BRAC and others to
modify the project components in the
next phase if necessary.

Baseline of a new BRAC
programme has begun

BRAC Initiatives to Improve Neonatal
Health in Bangladesh has begun with
three different service delivery strategies
within the existing framework of the
nutrition facilitation project. RED is
expected to conduct a series of action
research to assist this new initiative.
These studies are expected to provide an
opportunity to examine the best practices
and successful experiences in assessing
the effectiveness of the programme
components, and reducing low birth
weight and neonatal mortality. The
lessons of the action research will update
the policymakers to identify the gaps
and take appropriate measures to modify
the programme. The baseline survey has
begun in September this year.

ber 2003.This action research project
aims to assess the effectiveness of low-
cost, preventive and health promotion
interventions in improving PHC for the
elderly (60+ years) using the existing
infrastructure and involving the family
and the community. Dr Syed Masud
Ahmed, Dr Shahaduzzaman, and Mr
Masud Rana of RED presented the
findings. The Deputy Commissioner of
Chandpur, Mr Abdur Rab Hawlader
attended the seminar as chief guest while
the Civil Surgeon of Chandpur, Dr Syed
Monowar Ali attended as special guest.
Two elderly people of the project area
Mr Abul Hussain and Mrs Tara Banu
also spoke at the occasion among others.
The speakers underscored the
importance of care, welfare and respect
for the elderly people in our society. The
government officers assured their whole-
hearted cooperation in this endeavour of
BRAC.

Research Findings Shared
Assessment of Male
Attitude Towards
Violence Against Women

Mohammad Rafi of RED shared the
findings and the recommendations of a
UNFPA-funded study titled “An assess-
ment of male attitude towards violence
against women” on 13 August 2003 in a
workshop organized by UNFPA in
Dhaka. UN and government officials,
development practitioners, social wor-
kers, researchers and donors’ represen-
tatives attended the workshop.

Management of Medical
Waste Needs to be
Improved

Mayor of Dhaka Mr Sadeq Hossain
Khoka, MP called upon all to help make
Dhaka a clean city by managing its
hazardous medical waste and to mini-
mize the health risks of the city dwellers.
He was addressing a seminar on “Appro-
priate management options of medical
waste for developing countries” orga-
nized by RED on 08 July 2003 in Dhaka.
He assured of introducing special
measures for handling harmful medical
waste.

Dr Nasima Akter of RED presented the
findings of her recently completed PhD
dissertation in the seminar. Concerned
government and UN officials, activists,
researchers, and journalists also spoke at
the occasion. Mr Abdul-Muyeed
Chowdhury, Executive Director of
BRAC presided over the seminar.

Primary Healthcare in Later Life
Findings of the
Baseline Survey
Shared at Chandpur

The findings of a baseline survey on the
“Primary healthcare in later life:
improving services in Bangladesh and
Vietnam (PHILL)” were presented in a
seminar held at Chandpur on 07 Septem-
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