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Seminar on Alternative

Ms. Sharin Shajahan Naomi, Research Associate, RED presenting
the findings of her study on judicial remedy in rape case.

Dispute Resolution and Judicial Remedy in Rape Case Held

RED, along with the Human Rights and Legal Services programme of BRAC, arranged a
seminar to share the findings of two recent studies with the civil society on 26 August 2009 in
Dhaka. The studies are — a) Understanding the alternative dispute resolution for the rural
women in Bangladesh: some illustrations from BRAC HRLS programme by Debasish Kumar
Kundu, ef al. and b) The legal challenges on the way to judicial remedy in rape case: the role
of HRLS programme of BRAC by Ms. Sharin Shajahan Naomi. Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaud-
hury, State Minister for Women and Children Affairs, Government of Bangladesh attended as
the chief guest while Ms. Sultana Kamal, Executive Director of Ain-O-Salish Kendra and
former advisor of the caretaker government of Bangladesh attended as special guest. Others
attended the seminar include representatives of human rights NGOs, lawyers and activists,
researchers, teachers, students, and journalists.

Research Update on Social
Development and Human Rights

Study on HRLE Shebika Initiated

A study on BRAC Human Rights and Legal
Education Shebika (field worker) has been
initiated to assess their socioeconomic and
demographic situations, including their
vulnerabilities and barriers in “protest,
prevent, protect” role in the community. Data
collection is in progress. A draft report is
expected by March 2010.

Study on Human Rights Lawyering
Begins

This study aims to compare the BRAC panel
lawyers of HRLS programme and non-BRAC
lawyers on the basis of selected indicators of
human rights lawyering. These indicators
include communication with clients, legal
skills, patience to deal with clients, client
empowerment, critical analysis of the duty of
lawyer, etc. Data analysis is in progress. The
preliminary findings will be shared in January
2010.

Study on BRAC’s Popular Theatre Begins

BRAC has been staging popular theatre
throughout the country since 1998. It is an
innovative communication medium widely
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used to raise awareness for social develop-
ment. Its success primarily depends on the
extent to which messages are understood by
the target audience. RED has initiated a study
to examine the extent to which the members of
BRAC ultra poor programme and other
viewers understand these messages. The study
is in progress.

Evaluation of Palli Shamaj Initiated

BRAC’s Social Development Programme has
established 12,260 Palli Shamaj (ward-level
rural civil society organizations) to help the
marginalized people uplift their socioeco-
nomic status, and become active citizens in
society. This study will assess the extent to
which Palli Shamaj are able to meet three
programme objectives — a) access to govern-
ment services such as VGD/VGF cards, b)
participation in local government activities
through voting and local decision-making, and
¢) participating in local social initiatives. It
will also map the organization’s coverage,
both geographically within wards as well as in
terms of its linkages with other BRAC and
non-BRAC organizations, as well as the local
government. The study is in progress.

Economic Research Update

Study on Targeting of the Ultra Poor for
Different Models of CFPR Initiated

A study on ‘How can ultra poor be differenti-
ated to reach with different packages of
CFPRII?’ has been initiated. The support
packages of CFPR II are primarily divided
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Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, State Minister for Women and
Children Affairs, GoB delivering speech as chief guest
(Centre). Ms. Sultana Kamal, Executive Director,
Ain-O-Shalish Kendra and former adviser of the caretaker
government (Left) and Dr. Mahabub Hossain, Executive
Director of BRAC (Right) also attended the seminar.

into two: specially targeted ultra poor (STUP)
and other targeted ultra poor (OTUP). STUP
and OTUP packages were further disaggre-
gated into STUP 1 and 2 and OTUP 1 and 2.
This study aims to develop a strategy on how
to identify the eligible target groups by
appropriate models reflecting heterogeneity
among them. This study is based on cross-
sectional data on a sample of 2700 households
surveyed during September-October 2009. A
draft report is expected by the end of
November 2009.

Early Assessment of CFPR Phase Il
Support Packages Completed

A draft report on ‘Early assessment of CFPR
phase II support packages’ has been
completed. This study provides assessments of
the four packages (STUP 1 and 2 and OTUP 1
and 2) delivered by CFPR phase II. All four
packages were found to have significant
positive impacts on the livelihoods of the
participating households although the
dimensions and magnitude of impacts vary
within the packages. It was found that as a
result of programme participation, households
experienced an increase in farm self- employ-
ment for both males and females, diversifica-
tion of income sources, increase in per capita
income and food expenditure, and increase in
saving behaviour.

Study on BRAC Kallyan Project Initiated

A study on BRAC Kallyan Project for the
retrenched workers of state-owned enterprises
has been initiated. It aims to explore the
differences between project participant and
non-participant workers in their basic
livelihoods. This study may help improve
project operations and further extension of the
project. A draft report is expected by the end
of November 2009.

MNCH Research update

Three consultants from Aberdeen University,
UK visited BRAC in March 2009 to provide



technical support to analyze baseline data of
2008 of the ‘Impact Evaluation of Rural
MNCH? project. The baseline report has been
completed. The preliminary findings were
shared with the donors and the government of
Bangladesh on 18 June 2009.

Guest researchers Prof. Maigun Edhborg and
Dr. Zarina Nahar Kabir of Karolinska
Institute, Sweden visited RED to review,
supervise and provide technical support in
the data analysis of ‘Maternal perinatal
depression project’ run in collaboration with
Karolinska Institute, Sweden (2008-2011). A
new study has been initiated on supply side
costing (cost of providing MNCH services).

Workshops and Seminars Held
Workshop on CFPR held

RED organized a workshop entitled ‘Chal-
lenging the Frontiers of Poverty Reduction
(CFPR): Innovations, impact and influence’
on 19 July 2009 in Dhaka to share some of
the key research findings on this programme.
The workshop aimed to create a larger
discussion on crafting a scaled up, inclusive
and forward looking social safety net strategy
for the poorest in Bangladesh. The presenta-
tions include assessment of trends and
policies of extreme poverty in Bangladesh,
the CFPR concept, targeting approach, panel
doctor model, elite support for the ultra poor,
non-economic determinants of graduation,
and effects of the programme in improving
the lives of the ultra poor. The members of
the civil society, representatives of the
government, donors, and other development
partners attended the workshop.

Workshop on Population Ageing Held

Workshop on ‘Population ageing: integrating
research and practice to improve health and
quality of life of older persons’ organized by
the International Network on Public Health
and Ageing (INOPA), Sweden was held on
29 September 2009 in Dhaka. BRAC/RED is
a partner of this network and has provided
management support in organizing this
workshop.

Seminar on Gates Foundation
Strategy Held

A seminar was given on ‘Reducing hunger
and poverty through agricultural develop-
ment: the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
strategy’ by Dr. Prabhu Pingali, Deputy
Director, Agricultural Development, BMGF
on 8 October 2009 at Sasakawa Auditorium,
ICDDR,B, Dhaka. The seminar was
organized by RED in collaboration with the
Food and Agriculture Organization, Dhaka.

Conferences Attended

Syed Masud Ahmed, Morsheda Banu and
Anita Sharif Chowdhury attended the 8th

International Conference on Urban Health,
held on 18-23 October 2009 in Nairobi,
Kenya. Morsheda Banu and Anita Sharif
Chowdhury chaired two sessions individu-
ally. The following papers were presented:

- An assessment of MANOSHI referral
system in addressing delays of emergency
obstetric care services in slum areas of
Dhaka city.

Morsheda Banu, S Nahar, HE Nasreen

- Married adolescent girls in Dhaka urban
slum: what barriers they face in accessing
contraceptive services?

Anita S Chowdhury and SM Ahmed

- Using formative research to develop
MNCH programme in slums: experiences
from Manoshi, BRAC.

Syed M Ahmed, A Bhuiya, K Afsana

Chouwdhury SB Jalal and Qazi Shafayetul
Islam attended the 19th International
Congress of Nutrition, held on 4-9 October
2009 in Bangkok, Thailand. The following
papers were presented:

- BRAC’s poverty reduction programme for
the extreme poor improved nutritional
status of pre-school children and reduced
household food insecurity.

Chowdhury SB Jalal

- Knowledge and practice of mothers
towards breastfeeding in rural Bangladesh.
Marufa Aziz Khan, Qazi Shafayetul Islam,
Hashima-E-Nasreen

- Maternal nutritional knowledge is
associated with nutritional status of
children among poorest household in rural
Bangladesh.

Nuzhat Choudhury and Chowdhury SB
Jalal

Hasan Shareef Ahmed attended the 6th
International Congress on Peer Review and
Biomedical Publications, held on 10-12
September 2009 in Vancouver, Canada.
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